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Human Assisted Content Analysis of the print press coverage of 

corruption in France 

 

 

 

 
In this report, we will illustrate the main findings that emerge from the Human-Assisted Content 

Analysis (HACA) and will highlight the differences among the investigated French newspapers and 

the main variations over time. We will also investigate the specific features of the French 

newspapers that have emerged from the HACA comparative report. 

Before discussing the main findings of the analysis of the four investigated French newspapers, it 

may be useful to repeat some general background information. As noted in the French CACA report, 

during 2004-2013, French newspapers published 23.829 articles on corruption-related topics, a 

number lower than in other countries such as Italy, the United Kingdom and Hungary. We know 

that there are relevant differences among the observed newspapers (Fig. 1). Le Monde, a quality 

newspaper close to a centre-left political orientation with a readership beyond the national borders, 

is the French newspaper that covers corruption-related topics with largest amount of articles (9.632). 

Le Figaro (6.665), a quality paper that is close to centre-right and that is considered the main 

competitor of Le Monde, follows closely, whereas Les Echos (3.871), the French financial 

newspaper, and Ouest France (3.662), the most diffused French newspaper (Source: WAN-IFRA, 

2014) despite its local nature, devote much less attention to coverage of corruption and related 

topics. 
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Figure 1 - France (2004-2013): Distribution of corruption articles by newspaper 

 
 

Similar to other countries, the in-depth analysis conducted through the HACA on the French 

newspapers confirms the main findings derived from the previous Computer-Assisted Content 

Analysis and highlights more specific features of French journalistic practices. 

In contrast to the CACA, the Human-Assisted Content Analysis is based on a sample of all 

collected articles. In the case of France, we have selected a sample of 1.447 articles, among which 

37,7% consider corruption-related issues as the main topic of the article. In 62,3% of the articles, 

the focus is another topic, and the reference to the corruption-related issue is not central (Table 1). 

  

Table 1: Marginal/Not marginal corruption-related cases 
  Le Monde Le Figaro Ouest France Les Echos Total 
Not marginal 38,9 39,3 34,7 34,7 37,7 
Marginal 61,1 60,7 65,3 65,3 62,3 

Total 100,0 
(570) 

100,0 
(433) 

100,0 
(196) 

100,0 
(268) 

100,0 
(1447) 

 

This report focuses on five main findings deriving from the analysis: 

1. French newspapers cover mainly corruption in foreign countries.  

2. When French newspapers describe corruption-related topics, the actors covered are mostly 

corporations (both foreign and French) and foreign governments. 

3. In a comparative perspective, French newspapers cover clientelism much more than other 

countries (except Slovakia). There are two reasons for this: there are cases of clientelism 

that occur in France involving domestic politicians, but there are also descriptions or 

comments about clientelism in foreign arenas.  
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4. The French articles on corruption-related topics are triggered by judiciary activities and the 

publication of reports and studies. 

5. The amount of French coverage depends on actual events. 

 

1. Corruption abroad 

As we highlighted in the comparative report, there is one major feature that associates the French 

coverage with the British coverage: the considerable attention to corruption in foreign countries and 

the international arena. First, the French coverage registered the highest percentage of articles 

discussing corruption abroad (77,5%) among all of the countries we considered (Table 2). There are 

no important differences between the considered newspapers with regard to the arena within which 

the corruption case occurs. In fact, the number of articles that deal with corruption abroad exceeds 

60% of all published articles by each newspaper; this is also the case for Ouest France. The 

relatively low number of articles that even a regional newspaper such as Ouest France devotes to 

the national and local arenas (33,7%) confirms the attention to the foreign and international arenas 

of the French press. Only 4,9% of corruption-related articles involve the local arena, consistent with 

the absence of articles dealing with petty corruption; in the observed period of ten years, there are 

only 14 articles dealing with cases of petty corruption. Le Figaro (81,2%) and Le Monde (80,1%) 

registered the highest values for coverage of corruption abroad, followed by Les Echos (76,9%). 

The high number of articles devoted to corruption-related issues from Le Monde (see Fig. 1) and the 

focus on international affairs are due to the fact that, as noted, Le Monde is an important newspaper 

with a readership that goes well beyond the national borders. 

 

Table 2: Main event arena by newspaper (%) 
 Le Monde Le Figaro Ouest France Les Echos Total 
International 11,9 11,7 9,2 15,7 12,2 
Foreign country 68,2 69,5 53,1 61,2 65,3 
National 15,6 14,4 20,4 19,4 16,6 
Local 3,7 3,8 13,3 3,0 4,9 
Not applicable/Not possible to determine 0,5 0,5 4,1 0,7 1,0 

Total 100,0 
(570) 

100,0 
(433) 

100,0 
(196) 

100,0 
(268) 

100,0 
(1447) 

 

Table 3 shows which countries are involved in the stories covered by the French newspapers. The 

French press coverage devotes considerable attention to different and specific countries and 

situations. Although the largest percentage in British coverage involves the global dimension, the 

four considered French newspapers cover corruption-related issues with regard to the global 
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dimension only 41 times. The focus of French coverage implies many stories of corruption in many 

single foreign countries. The covered countries are spread all over the world, demonstrating how 

extended and fragmented the interests of the analysed French newspapers are. China and Russia are 

presented by the French newspapers as corrupt countries in which the governments are fighting 

against corruption and large companies and banks are involved in corruption scandals. Italy is 

present because French newspapers cover Berlusconi’s trials. The focus on the US does not imply 

stories of corruption in this country; rather, these are stories describing the efforts of the US 

government in the struggle against corruption worldwide and in spreading anti-corruption 

legislation. The presence of the EU is due to different reasons: in some cases, the EU has funded 

studies on the state of corruption in the member countries; in other cases, the EU is the arbitrator of 

possible cases of cartels (e.g., the European Commission); in still other cases, EU officials are 

involved in corruption cases, such as the 2007 case of public officials who had rigged contracts for 

the construction of the buildings of the European delegations for more than 10 years. 

 

Table 3: Foreign country involved within the news story about corruption 
  No % 
China 78 6,8 
Russia 75 6,6 
Italy 66 5,8 
USA 57 5,0 
Brazil 41 3,6 
Global dimension* 41 3,6 
Germany 37 3,2 
Africa 27 2,4 
Afghanistan 27 2,4 
Ukraine 27 2,4 
Spain 26 2,3 
EU 26 2,3 
Romania 24 2,1 
Palestine 23 2,0 
Egypt 22 1,9 
Thailand 20 1,7 
UK 20 1,7 
Other 508 44,4 
Total** 1145 100,0 

* More countries are involved 
** Percentages based on respondents "International" or "Foreign country" to question "5 Main event arena".	

	
2. The French coverage reflects French interests around the world, not only business  

 

The analysis of the type of the most frequently quoted actors and the most narrated corruption cases 

by French newspapers confirms the significant attention to corruption occurring abroad and helps to 

explain some highlights that emerge from the comparative analysis (see the HACA Comparative 
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Report:“Print press representations of corruption: topics, professional models and journalism 

procedures”).  

Our analysis highlights two different types of actors who are quoted in the articles dealing with 

corruption: 

- Personal figures, companies and institutions that are not only French (e.g., multinational 

corporations, businessmen, foreign governments, politicians); 

- French multinational corporations with business interests abroad (e.g., Thales, Safran) and 

domestic politicians mainly involved in international cases (e.g., Charles Pasqua).   

As it is well known in the corruption exchange it is possible to distinguish between agent and client 

(Szanto, Toth, Varga, 2012). “Government or state high representative” is the figure that appears 

most often as the agent (Table 4) in the corruption exchanges illustrated by French newspapers, 

much more often than in other countries with the exception of Hungary, and as a client (Table 5) in 

a large number of articles (see the HACA comparative report). This is because there are many 

international and different types of corruption cases to which the French press devotes attention. 

The French newspapers devote particular attention to corruption scandals involving foreign heads 

of State (Table 6), such as Silvio Berlusconi (the former Italian Prime Minister involved in many 

trials), who is the most frequently cited actor in the French articles, or Thaksin Shinawatra, a 

Thai business tycoon and former Prime Minister of Thailand accused of tax evasion and selling the 

assets of Thai companies to international investors. Silvio Berlusconi appears as an agent in some 

cases but as a client in other cases, such as the so-called “Mills case”, in which Berlusconi is 

accused of having paid a bribe to the British lawyer David Mills to withhold evidence on his behalf 

in two trials in the 1990s, the Arces trial and the All Iberian trial. 

The French papers provide more coverage in general as well as foreign governments, such as 

Russia and China (Table 6). Corruption in Russia and China are treated both in general terms and 

by describing and commenting on single cases. Considerable attention is devoted to general 

descriptions and analysis of the level of corruption in Russia and to the fight against corruption 

conducted by the Russian government (President Medvedev). Furthermore, the French papers cover 

single cases such as the scandal that involved the Rosbank, a French Societe Generale’s Russian 

unit, and his chief executive Vladimir Golubkov. The coverage of corruption in China is similar to 

that of Russia. The French papers describe the attempts of the Chinese government to rid itself of its 

image as a corrupt country, particularly the initiatives of President Xi Jingping to fight corruption in 

the Chinese Communist Party. At the same time, French papers cover specific corruption cases such 

as the case of Petrochina, China's largest state-owned oil producer, and the China Construction 
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Bank’s (CCB) case, one of the “Big Four” banking companies in the People’s Republic of China 

and one of the largest banks in the world in terms of market capitalization.  

It is clear that the French newspapers are interested in foreign countries that involved many French 

economic investments. In fact, following “government or state high representative”, “business, 

CEO, chairman” is the actor that appears most often as an agent (Table 4) in the corruption 

exchanges, particularly in the French financial paper Les Echos but also in all of the other 

considered papers. “Business, CEO, chairman” also occurs very frequently as a client (Table 5) in 

the corruption exchanges, particularly in Les Echos and Le Monde, confirming its interest to the 

world of corporations. In general, the large amount of attention to the business arena is confirmed 

by the list of the most frequently covered corruption cases (Table 6), which includes the Siemens 

case, a German-based group accused by the German justice system of having paid bribes to obtain 

contracts in various foreign countries. 

The second type of actors quoted by French newspapers are French multinational corporations that 

have business interests abroad and domestic politicians who are mainly involved in international 

cases. Among the most frequent cases, there are two corruption cases that involve a domestic 

politician, Charles Pasqua, and a France-based group, Thales. Pasqua, a businessman and Gaullist 

politician who was the Home Office Minister during the previous Chirac and Balladur 

administrations, was involved in several international political scandals, such as the Sofremi affair 

(an arms export agency controlled by the Home Office), the Alstom affair (an engineering group 

that makes France's famous TGV high-speed trains and that was investigated in Switzerland and in 

the UK based on allegations of having paid bribes to obtain contracts in other foreign countries) and 

Oil-for-food in addition to national cases such as the Annemasse casino case. The Thales group was 

investigated on allegations of having paid bribes to sell armaments to the South African government 

(this case also involved President Jacob Zuma)1. 

In summary, the HACA highlights a strong focus on both foreign cases of bribe exchanges in the 

private sector and cases involving France-based multinational companies that were investigated for 

having paid bribes in foreign countries. Furthermore, the French articles describe the general level 

of corruption in foreign countries. 

 

  

																																																								
1	There are similar corruption cases, such as the Safran case. Safran is a French defence company that is partly owned 
by the state that was accused of having paid bribes to secure business in Nigeria, calling more attention to cases of 
defence than strictly to “public administration”.	
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Table 4: Agent position involved in corruption cases by newspaper (%) 
 Le Monde Le Figaro Ouest France Les Echos Total 
Government or state high representative 19,4 21,3 29,4 19,4 21,2 
Public official, manager, consultant 6,8 5,2 4,4 5,4 5,7 
Public relation officer, press officer, spokesman 0,5 - - - 0,2 
Politician 10,4 7,5 10,3 8,6 9,2 
Mayor, local administrators 4,5 2,9 - 1,1 2,9 
Businessman, CEO, chairman 9,5 9,2 10,3 22,6 11,7 
Citizen 0,5 0, 1,5 - 0,5 
Judge, Prosecutor, Inspector, Detective 1,4 1,1 4,4 3,2 2,0 
Policeman 2,7 6,3 4,4 - 3,6 
Lawyer, legal adviser 0,9 0,6 1,5 1,1 0,9 
Journalist, Editor, media man 0,9 0,6 - - 0,5 
Medical doctor, nurse 1,4 - - - 0,5 
Professor, teacher, Principal 0,5 1,1 - - 0,5 
Banker 1,4 2,9 1,5 3,2 2,2 
Sport actor 2,7 1,7 8,8 - 2,7 
Trade-unionist 0,9 - - - 0,4 
Religious figure - - 1,5 - 0,2 
Representative of NGO or civil society - 0,6 1,5 - 0,4 
Member of the organized crime 0,9 0,6 1,5 - 0,7 
Other - 0,6 - - 0,2 
Not applicable/Not possible to determine 35,1 37,4 19,1 35,5 33,9 

Total 100,0 
(222) 

100,0 
(174) 

100,0 
(68) 

100,0 
(93) 

100,0 
(557) 

 

Table 5: Client position involved in corruption cases by newspaper (%) 
 Le Monde Le Figaro Ouest France Les Echos Total 

Government or state high representative 5,4 8,0 8,8 9,7 7,4 
Public official, manager, consultant 0,5 1,1 - 2,2 0,9 
Politician 3,2 2,9 1,5 1,1 2,5 
Businessman, CEO, chairman 14,4 6,9 7,4 12,9 11,0 
Citizen 1,4 2,9 - - 1,4 
Policeman 0,5 - - - 0,2 
Lawyer, legal adviser 0,9 - - - 0,4 
Journalist, Editor, media man - 1,7 - - 0,5 
Medical doctor, nurse 1,4 - - - 0,5 
Professor, teacher, Principal - - 1,5 - 0,2 
Banker 0,5 0,6 1,5 1,1 0,7 
Trade-unionist - 0,6 - - 0,2 
Member of the organized crime - 1,7 1,5 - 0,7 
Not applicable/Not possible to determine 72,1 73,6 77,9 73,1 73,4 

Total 100,0 
(222) 

100,0 
(174) 

100,0 
(68) 

100,0 
(93) 

100,0 
(557) 
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Table 6: List of the most frequent new stories about corruption 
  Frequency Percent Valid percent 

Valid 

Berlusconi corruption cases 21 2,3 4,5 
Corruption in Russia 18 2,0 3,9 
Pasqua cases 14 1,5 3,0 
Thales case 13 1,4 2,8 
Thaksin case 11 1,2 2,4 
Corruption in China 11 1,2 2,4 
Corruption in Palestine 10 1,1 2,2 
Siemens case 8 0,9 1,7 
Other 451 50,2 100,0 
Total 557 60,5 120,6 

Missing --- 920 100,0 

 
Total 

 
1477 160,5 

 

What is striking in Table 6 is the low frequency of the stories that are covered. This result confirms 

what we have written in the CACA report: French newspapers cover cases that do not receive as 

extensive coverage as in Italy, and they quickly disappear from the front pages of the French 

newspapers.  

The high presence among the cited actors in the articles of foreign governments, politicians and 

business companies explains another specific feature of French papers in comparison with the other 

countries considered in this research project (see the HACA Comparative Report): the higher 

presence of “institution, company, association, political party” as an agent (Table 7) and, in 

particular, as a client (Table 8). The actors quoted most often as clients are companies such as the 

Thales group, Siemens, Sofremi, Finmeccanica, and foreign governments, such as India, China, and 

Russia and not single persons.  

 

Table 7: Type of agent involved in corruption cases 
 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Valid 

A single actor or several actors acting independently 257 17,4 46,1 
A group or network of actors 55 3,7 9,9 
An institution, company, association, political party 59 4,0 10,6 
Not applicable/Not possible to determine 186 12,6 33,4 
Total 557 37,7 100,0 

Missing --- 920 62,3  
Total 1477 100,0  

 
Table 8: Type of client involved in corruption cases 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Valid 

A single actor or several actors acting independently 63 4,3 11,3 
A group or network of actors 17 1,2 3,1 
An institution, company, association, political party 69 4,7 12,4 
Not applicable/Not possible to determine 408 27,6 73,2 
Total 557 37,7 100,0 

Missing --- 920 62,3  
Total 1477 100,0  
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Furthermore, the main sectors addressed by the selected articles are “public administration and 

defence” (38,8%) and “manufacturing” (12%). These results demonstrate the French media’s 

tendency to mostly report corruption that involves French interests around the world, not only 

economic but also political, military and cultural (Table 9).  

 

Table 9: Involved sectors in corruption cases by newspaper (%) 
 Le Monde Le Figaro Ouest France Les Echos Total 
Construction and real estate activities 5,4 6,9 8,8 4,3 6,1 
Sport 5,4 2,3 8,8 - 3,9 
Manufacturing 13,1 9,2 7,4 18,3 12,0 
Electricity and gas supply 1,4 2,3 - 1,1 1,4 
Water supply, sewerage... 0,5 1,1 - - 0,5 
Agriculture, forestry, fishing and animal 
protection 0,5 - - - 0,2 

Education 0,5 1,1 1,5 - 0,7 
Financial and insurance activities 4,1 2,3 4,4 10,8 4,7 
Professional, scientific and technical 
activities 1,4 - - 1,1 0,7 

Human health and social work activities 0,5 0,6 - - 0,4 
Wholesale and retail trade, ... 0,9 - - - 0,4 
Information and communication 3,6 3,4 1,5 4,3 3,4 
Arts, entertainment and recreation 0,5 - - - 0,2 
Public administration and defence 42,8 35,1 48,5 29,0 38,8 
Parties' political activities 5,0 6,3 8,8 9,7 6,6 
Other 0,5 1,7 - - 0,7 
Not applicable/Not possible to 
determine 14,4 27,6 10,3 21,5 19,2 

Total 100,0 
(222) 

100,0 
(174) 

100,0 
(68) 

100,0 
(93) 

100,0 
(557) 

 

Finally, from our analysis, various editorial strategies emerge among the analysed French papers, 

particularly Ouest France and Les Echos. Ouest France confirms its peculiarity: the French 

regional newspaper registers the highest value in “government or state high representative” (29,4%), 

covering mainly corruption cases involving foreign governments or state high representatives in 

countries such as Thailand, Chile, Egypt, Italy, and Niger as well as a lower number of articles on 

corruption cases involving domestic politicians, such as Sarkozy, Chirac2, Pasqua and Bédier3. 

Ouest France is also a paper that devotes attention to sport actors (8,8%) (Table 9). This is a 

newspaper that prefers a news reporting style more than others and focuses on single cases. The 

French financial paper describes issues typical of business newspapers: 18,3% of Les Echos’ news 

stories involve “manufacturing” 4 , and 10,8% involve “financial and insurance activities”, 

representing major fields of industrial activities. The coverage of Les Echos reflects its character as 
																																																								
2 Jacques Chirac was found guilty in 2011 in a case involving embezzlement that occurred when he was the Mayor of 
Paris. 
3 Pierre Bédier is a French politician who was sentenced in 2006 for a corruption conviction. 
4	The label “Manufacturing” includes the manufacture of food, beverages, tobacco, textiles, petroleum, chemical 
products, pharmaceutical products, electronic products, machinery, motor vehicles, and furniture. 
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a business paper addressed to an audience interested in economic and financial events, similar to 

other financial newspapers in other countries. 

 

3. Type of corruption: the case of clientelism 

 

Table 10 illustrates the main types of corruption treated by the French newspapers. They focus 

mainly on “bribery, bribe, kickback, pay off” (43,6%), “corruption in general” (20,6%) and 

“clientelism, cronyism, nepotism, familism” (12%). Corruption in general is due to the attention to 

more general descriptions and analyses of situations in specific foreign countries, often where 

French economic interests exist. As noted, from a comparative perspective, French newspapers 

cover clientelism much more than other countries do (except Slovakia). There are two reasons for 

this: there are cases of clientelism that occur in France involving domestic politicians as well as 

descriptions or comments about clientelism in foreign arenas. The main cases of clientelism 

occurring in France involve the families of important domestic politicians. These are the cases of 

the former President of the French Republic, Nicolas Sarkozy, and his son Jean, who was a 23-year-

old student at the time he was to be appointed head of Epad, a development agency for the Parisian 

business district La Défense. Another case is that of Jean-Noël Guérini, a socialist politician, and 

his brother (and businessman), Alexandre Guérini. Other domestic politicians are suspected of 

using their influence to favour business companies in winning public tenders, such as in the 

Woerth-Bettencourt case5. Clientelism is also covered when it occurs in foreign countries. These 

articles describe the political situation in specific countries (e.g., Mali, Greece, Palestine, Gabon, 

Tunisa, Guinea, and Latin America), confirming the attention of the French press towards different 

areas of the world. 

Different editorial strategies emerge with regard to the type of corruption that is covered. Ouest 

France and Le Monde are the French newspapers with the highest level of coverage on clientelism. 

Focusing on bribery, kickbacks, clientelism, abuse of power and fraud (Table 10), Ouest France 

deals with single cases that clearly break with and negate expected behaviour and offend what is 

supposed to be in the public interest and moral. The regional and most read French newspaper 

narrates only specific cases (Table 12). Rarely, it comments on these cases or goes deeper with 

analysis and descriptions of situations (Table 11). Ouest France is the newspaper that covers cases 

of clientelism and nepotism that occur at the local level. It is interesting to note that despite 

different political affiliations, there are no relevant differences in the way in which the different 

																																																								
5	In 2010, the French online newspaper Mediapart and the weekly news magazine Le Canard Enchaîné revealed that 
Woerth, together with Nicolas Sarkozy, received illegal campaign donations from Liliane Bettencourt (in 2007) and 
authorized the sale of a racetrack to a business company close to the UMP party.	
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newspapers cover the case of Jean Sarkozy. This is a very different editorial strategy in comparison 

with the Italian case, in which national political scandals are covered by a very large number of 

articles and where the newspapers adopt partisan and aggressive journalism against political 

opponents. Le Monde focuses on bribery, clientelism and embezzlement and offers its readers both 

facts and opinions. Les Echos covers bribery, kickbacks, collusion and cartels more than other 

papers (Table 10) and provides its readers with news reporting, commentaries and short news more 

than the other analysed news media outlets (Table 11). Les Echos particularly covers corruption 

cases involving business companies, both French and foreign, with international implications. Le 

Figaro treats corruption in general terms more than the others and very frequently addresses 

“corruption in general” (24,1%). Le Figaro is the French newspaper that covers anticorruption and 

regulation law (8% versus 5,2% of mean) (Table 12). 

 

Table 10: Main type of corruption cases by newspaper (%) 
 Le Monde Le Figaro Ouest France Les Echos Total 
Bribery, bribe, kickback, pay off 40,1 43,1 47,1 50,5 43,6 
Embezzlement 7,7 4,0 2,9 2,2 5,0 
Illegal financing to political parties 3,2 1,7 2,9 3,2 2,7 
Solicitation, extortion 0,5 - 4,4 - 0,7 
Abuse of discretion, of power, of office 4,5 4,6 5,9 5,4 4,8 
Collusion, bid rigging, cartel 5,4 6,3 2,9 8,6 5,9 
Clientelism, cronyism, nepotism, familism,... 12,6 11,5 16,2 8,6 12,0 
Conflict of interest 0,5 0,6 - - 0,4 
Fraud 5,0 4,0 5,9 1,1 4,1 
Corruption in general 20,7 24,1 11,8 20,4 20,6 

Total 100,0 
(222) 

100,0 
(174) 

100,0 
(68) 

100,0 
(93) 

100,0 
(557) 

 

 
Table 11: Main type of the articles by newspaper (%) 

 Le Monde Le Figaro Ouest France Les Echos Total 
News article 76,5 75,4 77,0 71,3 75,3 
Editorial, commentary... 13,7 10,4 8,2 16,4 12,5 
Journalistic investigation 0,5 1,1 - 0,4 0,6 
Interview 2,1 3,6 2,0 1,5 2,4 
Short text, ... 7,2 9,5 9,7 10,4 8,8 
Letters to editor - - 3,1 - 0,4 

Total 100,0 
(570) 

100,0 
(433) 

100,0 
(196) 

100,0 
(268) 

100,0 
(1447) 
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Table 12: Main topic of the articles by newspaper (%) 
 Le 

Monde 
Le 

Figaro 
Ouest 

France Les Echos Total 

A case (or some cases) of corruption 75,7 67,2 86,8 74,2 74,1 
The corruption as a general phenomenon 14,4 24,1 8,8 17,2 17,2 
Anticorruption, regulation law or 
anticorruption national authorities' activities 4,5 8,0 1,5 4,3 5,2 

Anticorruption activities by citizens, NGO.... 5,0 - 2,9 4,3 3,1 
Not applicable/Not possible to determine 0,5 0,6 - - 0,4 

Total 100,0 
(222) 

100,0 
(174) 

100,0 
(68) 

100,0 
(93) 

100,0 
(557) 

 

4. Judiciary activities and publication of data/studies/reports are the main sources of the 

news 

 

As we have seen in the comparative report, judicial activities are the main source of news about 

corruption (57,8%), followed by statements/interviews (12,6%) and publication of data, studies and 

reports (12,2%) (Table 13). This is a specific approach to cover corruption-related topics occurring 

abroad. In France (and similarly in the UK), foreign and international judiciary investigations 

trigger news stories. Examples include the trials that involve Silvio Berlusconi in Italy, the inquiry 

into the Prime Minister’s family in China or the initiatives of Swiss justice in the Alstom case. 

 

Table 13: News article impetus by newspaper 
 Le 

Monde 
Le 

Figaro 
Ouest 

France 
Les Echos Total 

Publication of phone tapping or similar 0,5 1,7 - 2,2 1,1 
Judicial activities 61,3 54,6 58,8 54,8 57,8 
End of imprisonment for a person judged for 
corruption 1,4 0,6 5,9 1,1 1,6 

Statement/interview 12,6 14,4 10,3 10,8 12,6 
Publication of data/studies/reports about corruption 10,8 11,5 13,2 16,1 12,2 
Journalistic investigation - 2,3 1,5 1,1 1,1 
Anti-corruption law 3,6 4,0 1,5 2,2 3,2 
Anticorruption agencies’ activities 4,1 2,9 1,5 4,3 3,4 
Other 0,5 1,7 1,5 1,1 1,1 
Political/electoral events/debate 1,4 2,3 2,9 3,2 2,2 
Resignation/Dismissal 2,3 2,3 1,5 3,2 2,3 
Not applicable/Not possible to determine 1,8 1,7 1,5 - 1,4 

Total 100,0 
(222) 

100,0 
(174) 

100,0 
(68) 

100,0 
(93) 

100,0 
(557) 

 

Le Monde and Ouest France are the newspapers that pay the most attention to the initiatives of the 

judiciary world. Le Monde and Le Figaro cover corruption-related topics departing from statements 

and interviews more than other newspapers do. In contrast, Ouest France and Les Echos prefer to 

publish data/studies/reports about corruption. More generally, in France, few articles are derived 

from “journalistic investigation” (1,1%) and “publication of phone tapping” (1,1%). It is clear that 



	 15 

investigative journalism does not play a significant role in the struggle against corruption. Low 

numbers are also connected to “anticorruption law” (3,2%) and “anticorruption agencies’ activities” 

(3,4%). 

With regard to the articles that derive from statements and interviews, Ouest France adopts a 

different strategy of news selection and news writing. In contrast to other newspapers, Ouest 

France does not interview political figures (Table 14). As noted in the HACA Comparative Report, 

the coverage of Ouest France is somewhat different from other French newspapers. The regional 

newspaper presents an essential news reporting style that focuses on single cases that occur both in 

the international and national arenas and seems to have some similarities to tabloid newspapers, as 

shown in the comparative report, particularly the multiple correspondences analysis. 

 

Table 14: If the article impetus is a statement/interview, who gives the statement/interview? 

by newspaper 
 Le Monde Le Figaro Ouest France Les Echos Total 
A political figure 50,0 52,0 14,3 60,0 48,6 
Another figure 50,0 48,0 85,7 40,0 51,4 

Total 100,0 
(28) 

100,0 
(25) 

100,0 
(7) 

100,0 
(10) 

100,0 
(70) 

 

5. French coverage on corruption depends on actual events 

 

During the period of our investigation, France had three Presidents of the Republic. From 2004 to 

April 2012, there were two centre-right presidents: Jacques Chirac was President of France until 

May 2007, when he was replaced by Nicolas Sarkozy of the same political party (UMP – Union for 

a Popular Movement). In May 2012, François Hollande (Socialist Party) won the elections 

representing important change after more than 10 years of the centre-right government. Over ten 

years, France has de facto changed the presidency only once. The coverage of corruption-related 

issues does not register substantial changes in conjunction with the change of the presidency. 

Therefore, an increase or decrease in the coverage of corruption-related issues does not depend on 

political situations at home but rather on actual events in the international arena and the business 

area, mostly judiciary investigations and the publication of data, studies, and reports about the state 

of corruption in specific foreign countries.  

As mentioned in CACA report, the number of French articles over the years indicates a decrease of 

coverage of corruption-related issues from 2007 to 2010, followed by a relevant increase in the last 

period of Sarkozy’s presidency with a peak in 2011 and in the initial period of Hollande’s 

presidency with particular relevance in the first semester of 2013 (Fig. 2). The increase of coverage 
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during the first semester of 2011 is related to events that took place during the so-called Arab 

Spring. The foreign countries that were covered more often by the French press in this period were 

Tunisia, where the revolution that spread throughout the North African countries started, followed 

by Egypt, Jordan and Maghreb. This is not strange if we consider the historical and geopolitical 

French interests in Maghreb. It is well known that France secured strategic control of most of 

Maghreb in the 19th century. In 2013, the attention of the French press to corruption-related topics 

focused on other foreign countries, particularly cases of corruption involving Italy (Berlusconi’s 

trials and Finmeccanica), Spain6, Russia and China for the previously cited corruption cases of 

Rosbank and Petrochina. 

 

Figure 2 - France (2004-2013): Distribution of corruption articles per semester 

 
 

Despite the low relevance of domestic politics in the French coverage of corruption, the three 

different periods of government highlight some differences over time. Table 15 shows the evolution 

of the number of articles over the years7. Le Monde, Ouest France and Les Echos seem to increase 

the number of articles devoted to corruption and related behaviours, particularly during the last 

period. This increase is particularly dramatic for Le Monde, the newspaper with the greatest 

attention to events around the world. On the contrary, it is more difficult to explain the decrease of 

Le Figaro from 32,1% in the first period to 23,8% of the last period considered. A possible 

explanation for the lower number of corruption articles in the last period is that the coverage of Le 

Figaro is less tied to single cases, confirming the specific attitude of this paper. As highlighted in 

																																																								
6	As to Spain large coverage was devoted to the Bárcenas Affair, a corruption scandal that affected the ruling People’s 
Party – Partido Popular This case erupted following the publication of extracts of handwritten accounts by the former 
treasurer and senator, Luis Bárcenas, the so-called “Bárcenas papers”, and involved the Prime Minister, Mariano Rajoy.	
7 It must be considered that ours is a casual sample; therefore, the total number of articles can be affected by the specific 
selected days. 
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the multiple correspondence analysis illustrated in the comparative report, the centre-right 

newspaper is more similar to two British newspapers, The Financial Times and The Guardian; it 

prefers a general narration of corruption-related issues occurring in the international arena and 

devotes less attention to news reporting.   

 

Table 15: Name of the newspaper by government (%) 
 From 1 January 2004 

to 6 May 2007 
(Chirac) 

From 7 May 2007 to 
6 May 2012 
(Sarkozy) 

From 7 May 2012 to 31 
December 2013 

(Hollande) 
Total 

Le Monde 36,7 38,4 42,2 38,6 
Le Figaro 32,1 31,3 23,8 30,0 
Ouest France 13,4 12,4 14,9 13,3 
Les Echos 17,8 18,0 19,0 18,1 

Total 100,0 
(539) 

100,0 
(623) 

100,0 
(315) 

100,0 
(1477) 

 

The total number of articles devoted to cases of corruption in “public administration and defence” 

increases from 32,3% in the first period to 45,2% in the last one. “Manufacturing” jumps from 

11,8% in the first period to 17,3% in the last one (Table 16).  

 

Table 16: Involved sectors in corruption cases by government (%) 
 From 1 January 

2004 to 6 May 
2007 (Chirac) 

From 7 May 
2007 to 6 May 
2012 (Sarkozy) 

From 7 May 
2012 to 31 

December 2013 
(Hollande) 

Total 

Construction and real estate activities 11,4 3,4 1,0 6,1 
Sport 4,5 3,4 3,8 3,9 
Manufacturing 11,8 9,9 17,3 12,0 
Electricity and gas supply 3,2 0,4 - 1,4 
Water supply, sewerage... 0,9 0,4 - 0,5 
Agriculture, forestry, fishing and animal 
protection - 0,4 - 0,2 

Education 0,5 1,3 - 0,7 
Financial and insurance activities 4,1 4,7 5,8 4,7 
Professional, scientific and technical 
activities 0,5 0,9 1,0 0,7 

Human health and social work activities - 0,4 1,0 0,4 
Wholesale and retail trade, ... 0,5 0,4 - 0,4 
Information and communication 2,7 5,6 - 3,4 
Arts, entertainment and recreation - 0,4 - 0,2 
Public administration and defence 32,3 42,1 45,2 38,8 
Parties' political activities 4,5 8,6 6,7 6,6 
Other 1,4 0,4 - 0,7 
Not applicable/Not possible to determine 21,8 17,2 18,3 19,2 

Total 100,0 
(220) 

100,0 
(233) 

100,0 
(104) 

100,0 
(557) 

 

Similarly, bribery and kickbacks increase from 40,9% in the first period to 51,9% in the last one 

(Table 17). The emergence of important single cases of corruption mainly in the international arena 
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involving big business companies in the last two government periods explains the major focus on 

single cases and the decrease in the more general treatment of corruption (Table 18). A similar 

explanation can be advanced for the higher percentage of “construction and real estate activities” in 

the first period when there were more cases of rigged contracts at the national and local levels (e.g., 

the Ile de France case in 2005). 

 

Table 17: Main type of corruption cases by government (%) 
 From 1 

January 2004 
to 6 May 2007 

(Chirac) 

From 7 May 
2007 to 6 May 

2012 
(Sarkozy) 

From 7 May 
2012 to 31 
December 

2013 
(Hollande) 

Total 

Bribery, bribe, kickback, pay off 40,9 42,5 51,9 43,6 
Embezzlement 8,6 2,6 2,9 5,0 
Illegal financing to political parties 0,9 3,0 5,8 2,7 
Solicitation, extortion 0,9 0,9 - 0,7 
Abuse of discretion, of power, of office 2,7 5,2 8,7 4,8 
Collusion, bid rigging, cartel 6,4 7,7 1,0 5,9 
Clientelism, cronyism, nepotism, familism,... 12,3 12,4 10,6 12,0 
Conflict of interest - 0,9 - 0,4 
Fraud 5,0 3,9 2,9 4,1 
Corruption in general 22,3 21,0 16,3 20,6 

Total 100,0 
(220) 

100,0 
(233) 

100,0 
(104) 

100,0 
(557) 

 

Table 18: Main topic of the articles by government (%) 
 From 1 

January 2004 
to 6 May 2007 

(Chirac) 

From 7 May 
2007 to 6 May 

2012 
(Sarkozy) 

From 7 May 
2012 to 31 

December 2013 
(Hollande) 

Total 

A case (or some cases) of corruption 70,9 76,0 76,9 74,1 
The corruption as a general phenomenon 18,6 16,3 16,3 17,2 
Anticorruption, regulation law or anticorruption 
national authorities' activities 5,9 4,3 5,8 5,2 

Anticorruption activities by citizens, NGO.... 4,1 3,0 1,0 3,1 
Not applicable/Not possible to determine 0,5 0,4 - 0,4 

Total 100,0 
(220) 

100,0 
(233) 

100,0 
(104) 

100,0 
(557) 

 

Table 19 shows the types of events that trigger the news stories. We can observe a pronounced 

increase in the importance of judicial activities and in the publication of data/studies/reports about 

corruption. At the same time, attention to statements/interviews as the impetus to write articles 

decreases from the first to the last period, and attention to anticorruption law and the activities of 

anticorruption agencies increases in the second period considered. 
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Table 19: News article impetus by government (%) 
 From 1 

January 2004 
to 6 May 2007 

(Chirac) 

From 7 May 
2007 to 6 May 

2012 
(Sarkozy) 

From 7 May 
2012 to 31 
December 

2013 
(Hollande) 

Total 

Publication of phone tapping or similar - 2,6 - 1,1 
Judicial activities 50,0 62,7 63,5 57,8 
End of imprisonment for a person judged for 
corruption 2,7 0,9 1,0 1,6 

Statement/interview 20,0 7,3 8,7 12,6 
Publication of data/studies/reports about 
corruption 11,4 9,4 20,2 12,2 

Journalistic investigation 0,5 2,1 - 1,1 
Anti-corruption law 2,7 4,3 1,9 3,2 
Anticorruption agencies’ activities 2,7 5,2 1,0 3,4 
Other 2,3 0,4 - 1,1 
Political/electoral events/debate 3,2 1,3 1,9 2,2 
Resignation/Dismissal 3,6 1,7 1,0 2,3 
Not applicable/Not possible to determine 0,9 2,1 1,0 1,4 

Total 100,0 
(220) 

100,0 
(233) 

100,0 
(104) 

100,0 
(557) 

 

 

6. Final remarks 

 

The major focus on international and foreign countries in the French newspapers is similar to the 

British coverage of corruption-related topics. This characteristic seems to depend on three main 

reasons. First, it is linked to the position of France (and of United Kingdom) within international 

markets and within the framework of international relations, as noted in the comparative report. It is 

sufficient to observe the role played by France in the fall of Ghaddafi in Libya. Second, there is 

larger involvement with the idea of common interest that prevents corrupt behaviour. Considering 

these features, similar to the United Kingdom, corruption appears mainly as a problem of foreign 

countries not being linked to French internal problems. Third, the news selection and ways to 

approach the topic of corruption depend on the specific features of the French newspapers and their 

position in the worldwide mass media market and in the national one. Although at lower level than 

British papers, the reputation of some of the analysed French newspapers goes well beyond national 

borders. This is the case for Le Monde. Moreover, French foreign activities are very well developed 

in the business arena, but not only in that field. This is also part of the heritage of past colonial 

French politics. Today, economic, cultural and military French interests are again important. All 

this may explain the large amount of coverage devoted to international corruption and corruption in 

foreign countries in the French press, even in the case of a regional newspaper such as Ouest 

France. 
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There are important differences among the investigated newspapers. Le Monde confirms its 

international approach, whereas Le Figaro prefers a different editorial strategy compared with the 

other papers. Very frequently, it focuses on “corruption in general” and is less tied to single, 

specific cases. The coverage of Les Echos reflects its character of a business paper addressed to an 

audience interested in economic and financial events. However, Les Echos registers the highest 

percentage of “editorial/commentary”, showing a somewhat different journalistic style and routines 

from the other investigated business papers. The Financial Times in the UK and Il Sole 24 Ore in 

Italy avoid commentaries and editorials, preferring a strict reporting style. Ouest France, the most 

diffused French newspaper despite being a local newspaper, devotes much less attention to 

coverage of corruption and related topics (3.662). It prefers a reporting style and covers much more 

corruption cases involving native politicians in cases of clientelism than other papers do. 
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Appendix: 

frequency tables for the analysed variables 
 

2. Name of the newspaper 

  Frequency Percent 

Le Monde 570 38,6 
Le Figaro 443 30 
Ouest France 196 13,3 
Les Echos 268 18,1 
Total 1477 100,0 

 

4. Type of news article 
  Frequency Percent 

News article 1112 75,3 
Editorial, commentary... 184 12,5 
Journalistic investigation 9 0,6 
Interview 36 2,4 
Short text, ... 130 8,8 
Letters to editor 6 0,4 
Total 1477 100,0 

 
5. Main event arena 

  Frequency Percent 

International 180 12,2 
Foreign country 965 65,3 
National 245 16,6 
Local 72 4,9 
Not applicable/Not 
possible to determine 15 1 

Total 1477 100,0 

 
5c. EU funds REC 

  Frequency Percent 

1 Yes 40 2,7 
2 No/Not applicable/Not 
possible to determine 1437 97,3 

Total 1477 100,0 

 
7. Frame: Corruption (the case of corruption) is framed as: 

  Frequency Percent 

A usual and recurring behavior which is 
very widespread 367 24,8 

A specific/special/unusual deviation from 
an expected and correct behaviour 293 19,8 

Not applicable/Not possible to determine 817 55,3 
Total 1477 100,0 
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8. Filter question: In the article, the "corruption-related issue" is: 

  Frequency Percent 

Not marginal 557 37,7 
Marginal 920 62,3 
Total 1477 100,0 

 
8b. Other main topic: In the article where the "corruption" is not the central topic, the main topic is: 

    Frequency Percent Valid 
Percent 

Valid 

Politics 92 6,2 10 
Economy 180 12,2 19,6 
Foreign affairs, diplomacy 366 24,8 39,8 
Health 19 1,3 2,1 
Education 9 0,6 1 
Judicial, police activities 41 2,8 4,5 
Sport 29 2 3,2 
Environment, energy 15 1 1,6 
Music, arts, literature, TV 
shows, movies 70 4,7 7,6 

Welfare, social protection 25 1,7 2,7 
Religion 18 1,2 2 
Volountarism 11 0,7 1,2 
Agriculture 5 0,3 0,5 
Travel (holidays) 6 0,4 0,7 
Public administration 31 2,1 3,4 
Other 3 0,2 0,3 
Total 920 62,3 100,0 

Missing --- 557 37,7 
 

Total   1477 100,0 
 

 
9. Main topic: The article is mainly about: 

    Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

 
 
 
 
Valid 
  
  
  
  
  

A case (or some cases) of 
corruption 413 28 74,1 

The corruption as a general 
phenomenon 96 6,5 17,2 

Anticorruption, regulation 
law or anticorruption 
national authorities' activities 

29 2 5,2 

Anticorruption activities by 
citizens, NGO.... 17 1,2 3,1 

Not applicable/Not possible 
to determine 2 0,1 0,4 

Total 557 37,7 100,0 
Missing --- 920 62,3 

 
Total   1477 100,0 
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11. News article impetus 

    Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Valid 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Publication of phone tapping or 
similar 6 0,4 1,1 

Judicial activities 322 21,8 57,8 
End of imprisonment for a 
person judged for corruption 9 0,6 1,6 

Statement/interview 70 4,7 12,6 
Publication of 
data/studies/reports about 
corruption 

68 4,6 12,2 

Journalistic investigation 6 0,4 1,1 

Anti-corruption law 18 1,2 3,2 
Anticorruption agencies’ 
activities 19 1,3 3,4 

Other 6 0,4 1,1 
Political/electoral 
events/debate 12 0,8 2,2 

Resignation/Dismissal 13 0,9 2,3 
Not applicable/Not possible to 
determine 8 0,5 1,4 

Total 557 37,7 100,0 

Missing --- 920 62,3  
Total   1477 100,0 

 
 

11b. If the article impetus is a statement/interview, who gives the statement/interview? 
    Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Valid A political figure 34 2,3 48,6 
  Another figure 36 2,4 51,4 
  Total 70 4,7 100,0 
Missing --- 1407 95,3  
Total   1477 100,0  
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12. Main type of corruption 

    Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Valid 

Bribery, bribe, kickback, 
pay off 243 16,5 43,6 

Embezzlement 28 1,9 5 
Illegal financing to political 
parties 15 1 2,7 

Solicitation, extortion 4 0,3 0,7 
Abuse of discretion, of 
power, of office 27 1,8 4,8 

Collusion, bid rigging, 
cartel 33 2,2 5,9 

Clientelism, cronyism, 
nepotism, familism,... 67 4,5 12 

Conflict of interest 2 0,1 0,4 
Fraud 23 1,6 4,1 
Corruption in general 115 7,8 20,6 
Total 557 37,7 100,0 

Missing --- 920 62,3 
 

Total   1477 100,0  
 

13. Petty corruption 

  Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Valid 

Yes 14 0,9 2,5 
No/Not applicable/Not 
possible to determine 543 36,8 97,5 

Total 557 37,7 100,0 

Missing --- 920 62,3 
 

Total 1477 100,0  
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14. Sector 

  Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Valid 

Construction and real estate 
activities 34 2,3 6,1 

Sport 22 1,5 3,9 

Manufacturing 67 4,5 12 

Electricity and gas supply 8 0,5 1,4 

Water supply, sewerage... 3 0,2 0,5 
Agriculture, forestry, fishing and 
animal protection 1 0,1 0,2 

Education 4 0,3 0,7 

Financial and insurance activities 26 1,8 4,7 
Professional, scientific and 
technical activities 4 0,3 0,7 

Human health and social work 
activities 2 0,1 0,4 

Wholesale and retail trade, ... 2 0,1 0,4 

Information and communication 19 1,3 3,4 
Arts, entertainment and 
recreation 1 0,1 0,2 

Public administration and 
defence 216 14,6 38,8 

Parties' political activities 37 2,5 6,6 

Other 4 0,3 0,7 
Not applicable/Not possible to 
determine 107 7,2 19,2 

Total 557 37,7 100,0 

Missing --- 920 62,3  
Total 1477 100,0  

 
 

15. Client/agent focus: The article is focused on: 

  Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Valid 

The agent 316 21,4 56,7 

The client 77 5,2 13,8 

Both 22 1,5 3,9 
Not applicable/Not possible 
to determine 142 9,6 25,5 

Total 557 37,7 100,0 

Missing --- 920 62,3 
 

Total 1477 100,0  
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16. Type of agent 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Valid 

A single actor or several 
actors acting 
independently 

257 17,4 46,1 

A group or network of 
actors 55 3,7 9,9 

An institution, company, 
association, political party 59 4 10,6 

Not applicable/Not possible 
to determine 186 12,6 33,4 

Total 557 37,7 100,0 
Missing --- 920 62,3 

 
Total 1477 100,0  

 
17a. Agent1_position 

  Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Valid 

Government or state high 
representative 118 8 21,2 

Public official, manager, 
consultant 32 2,2 5,7 

Public relation officer, press 
officer, spokesman 1 0,1 0,2 

Politician 51 3,5 9,2 
Mayor, local administrators 16 1,1 2,9 
Businessman, CEO, chairman 65 4,4 11,7 
Citizen 3 0,2 0,5 
Judge, Prosecutor, Inspector, 
Detective 11 0,7 2 

Policeman 20 1,4 3,6 
Lawyer, legal adviser 5 0,3 0,9 
Journalist, Editor, media man 3 0,2 0,5 
Medical doctor, nurse 3 0,2 0,5 
Professor, teacher, Principal 3 0,2 0,5 
Banker 12 0,8 2,2 
Sport actor 15 1 2,7 
Trade-unionist 2 0,1 0,4 
Religious figure 1 0,1 0,2 
Representative of NGO or civil 
society 2 0,1 0,4 

Member of the organized crime 4 0,3 0,7 
Other 1 0,1 0,2 
Not applicable/Not possible to 
determine 189 12,8 33,9 

Total 557 37,7 100,0 
Missing --- 920 62,3 

 
Total 1477 100,0  
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20. Type of client 

  Frequency Percent Valid 
Percent 

Valid 

A single actor or several actors 
acting independently 63 4,3 11,3 

A group or network of actors 17 1,2 3,1 
An institution, company, 
association, political party 69 4,7 12,4 

Not applicable/Not possible to 
determine 408 27,6 73,2 

Total 557 37,7 100,0 

Missing --- 920 62,3 
 

Total 1477 100,0 
 

 
21a. Client1_position 

  Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Valid 

Government or state high 
representative 41 2,8 7,4 

Public official, manager, 
consultant 5 0,3 0,9 

Politician 14 0,9 2,5 
Businessman, CEO, 
chairman 61 4,1 11 

Citizen 8 0,5 1,4 

Policeman 1 0,1 0,2 

Lawyer, legal adviser 2 0,1 0,4 

Journalist, Editor, media man 3 0,2 0,5 

Medical doctor, nurse 3 0,2 0,5 

Professor, teacher, Principal 1 0,1 0,2 

Banker 4 0,3 0,7 

Trade-unionist 1 0,1 0,2 
Member of the organized 
crime 4 0,3 0,7 

Not applicable/Not possible 
to determine 409 27,7 73,4 

Total 557 37,7 100,0 

Missing --- 920 62,3 
 

Total 1477 100,0  
 

24a. Object of exchange1: What does the agent give to the client? What kind of goods does the embezzler 
appropriates? 

  Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Valid 

Purely material goods 104 7 18,7 

Not material goods 120 8,1 21,5 
Not applicable/Not possible 
to determine 333 22,5 59,8 

Total 557 37,7 100,0 

Missing --- 920 62,3  
Total 1477 100,0 
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24b. Object of exchange2: What does the client give to the agent? 

  Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Valid 

Purely material goods 160 10,8 28,7 

Not material goods 55 3,7 9,9 
Not applicable/Not 
possible to determine 342 23,2 61,4 

Total 557 37,7 100,0 

Missing --- 920 62,3  
Total 1477 100,0 

 
 

25. What was the base/original transaction that was affected by corruption? 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Valid 

Public procurement 84 5,7 15,1 
Licences, certifications, 
positions 70 4,7 12,6 
Access to service that 
someone is entitled to 12 0,8 2,2 

Inspections, neutralization of 
negative consequences of 
inspections 

12 0,8 2,2 

Other 54 3,7 9,7 
Not applicable/Not possible 
to determine 325 22,0 58,3 

Total 557 37,7 100,0 

Missing --- 920 62,3  

Total 1477 100,0  

 
 

26. Type of transaction 

  Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Valid 

One-off transaction 51 3,5 9,2 

Repeated transactions 155 10,5 27,8 

Not applicable/Not 
possible to determine 351 23,8 63 

Total 557 37,7 100,0 

Missing --- 920 62,3 
 

Total 1477 100,0 
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